II

China, How Long?

MANY Japanese, in some part of themselves
perhaps   all  Japanese,   welcome  and   enjoy
foreign innovations: there must be very few Chinese
of whom one could say the same.

The Chinese are not xenophils. In the last hundred
years they have had as much, if not more, dealing
with the foreigner than have the Japanese, but
grudgingly, always, and to this day at the initiative of
the foreigner. They have made use of his products
and are beginning to adopt some of his methods; but
these foreign innovations, which have been grasped
by the Japanese and are transforming them, are
nibbled by the Chinese, who may be eager to exploit
their immediate utility but not to budge from their
own habits of life or ways of thought. They are
budging, but how reluctantly! And how slowly.
Moreover, is the shift the beginning of a lasting
change, or of one swing of a pendulum ?

To an infinitesimal extent the Chinese lead a double
life in the same sense as do the Japanese; that is, besides
their own Chinese style, they eat and drink, dress,